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WHAT IS 
DIVERSITY?
“We recognize all diverse experiences, including  
(but not limited to) LGBTQIA, Native, people of color,  
gender diversity, people with disabilities, and ethnic, 
cultural, and religious minorities.”

—We Need Diverse Books 
     “Our Definition of Diversity”

WHAT ARE 
#OWNVOICEBOOKS?
#OwnVoices is a hashtag/term coined by YA author  
Corinne Duyvis to refer to stories about diverse  
characters written by authors that are a part of that  
same diverse group.
”

W E  K N O W  T H A T  B O O K S  H O L D

TRUE POWER:
Power to affirm our identities, to build understanding with people unlike ourselves, to challenge 
our misconceptions, and to broaden our awareness of the world.
In the 60 years that Lerner Publishing Group has been creating children’s books, inclusion and diversity have been important considerations for 
our company. In fact, the very first books published by our founder, Harry Lerner, in 1959—titles such as Michael Gets the Measles and Dear Little 
Mumps Child—were written by a female doctor and featured a female doctor in the illustrations. At this time, only 6 percent of the doctors in the 
United States were female, and women in general were not encouraged to have careers outside the home. We published the first children’s book 
to provide a scientific explanation of skin color. The original Mr. Bumba books in the 1960s featured illustrations showing a multi-cultural cast 
of characters, intentionally drawn to be diverse. Our list has grown and evolved over the years, and we’re proud to have many award-winning, 
diverse titles on our list. We continue to make diversity a core component of all of our publishing efforts, from our employees to our authors and 
illustrators and the subjects of the stories, photos, and illustrations. 

This fall, we began exploring ways to make those books more discoverable. We looked at definitions from a variety of movements, including We 
Need Diverse Books, #OwnVoices, #ReadWoke, and the “Windows, Mirrors and Sliding Glass Doors” theory. We followed conversations on social 
media, reviewed diversity surveys from the Cooperative Children’s Book Center and other organizations, and looked for common themes. We 
developed nine categories of diverse books, which are noted in the key and on the inside front cover. This brochure highlights some of our best 
titles in picture books, graphic novels, novels, and nonfiction, and the index starting on page 18 will lead you titles by thematic category. Look for 
additional titles online at lernerbooks.com/DiverseBooks.

We hope you will discover offerings that will help you provide more diverse books for your readers. We welcome your feedback at em@lernerbooks.com. 



W H A T  I S 

#READWOKE?

#READWOKE 
BOOKS
Challenge a social norm

Tell the side of the oppressed

Provide information about a group  
that has been disenfranchised

Seek to challenge the status quo

Shed light on an issue that many  
may not perceive as being an issue 
Source: cicelythegreat.wordpress.com

#READWOKE
“Read Woke is a movement. It is a feeling. It is a style. It is a 
form of education. It is a call to action; it is our right as lifelong 
learners. It means arming yourself with knowledge in order 
to better protect your rights. Knowledge is power and no 
one can take it away. It means learning about others so that 
you can treat people with the respect and dignity that they 
deserve no matter their religion, race, creed, or color.”

—Cicely Lewis, creator of #ReadWoke



READ WOKE
S E L E C T I O N S

TITLE LIST
The following titles have been  
featured on Cicely Lewis’s blog  
or in her Read Woke column in  
School Library Journal.

Auma’s Long Run 
978-1-5124-2784-4, page 9

Bad News for Outlaws 
978-0-8225-6764-6, page 4

Can I Touch Your Hair? 
978-1-5124-0442-5, page 3

Chicken in the Kitchen 
978-1-911373-15-5, online

No More Excuses 
978-1-5415-4020-0, page 14

Ruth and the Green Book 
978-0-7613-5255-6, page 4

Their Great Gift 
978-1-4677-8054-4, page 6

Women in the Military 
978-1-5415-2812-3, page 14



W H A T ’ S  T H E 

ISSUE?

CHARACTERS MOST 
IN DEMAND BY READERS*

SCHOOL LIBRARIESPUBLIC LIBRARIES

LGBTQIA+

321
BLACK OR AFRICAN 

AMERICAN
NEURODIVERSE BLACK OR AFRICAN 

AMERICAN

321
BIRACIAL/ 

MULTIRACIAL
DISABLED

Source: *School Library Journal’s 2018 Diverse Book Collections Survey

15%

10%

5%

0%

Statistics compiled by the Cooperative Children’s Book Center, School of Education, University of Wisconsin-Madison: ccbc.education.wisc.edu/books/pcstats.asp and  
ccblogc.blogspot.com/2018/04/ccbc-2017-statistics-on-lgbtq.html

African / African Americans        Asian Pacifics/Asian Pacific Americans       Latinx       American Indians / First Nations       LGBTQ+

Percentage published BY diverse authors:

Percentage published ABOUT diverse characters:
African / African Americans       Asian Pacifics/Asian Pacific Americans       Latinx       American Indians / First Nations       LGBTQ+

Books ABOUT Diverse 
Characters and Books  

BY Diverse Authors 
The number of diverse books published annually is 

extremely low. This chart compares the percentage of 
titles received by the Cooperative Children’s Book Center 
that are ABOUT diverse characters against those written 

BY diverse authors. Statistics for LGBTQ+ books are  
from 2017; statistics for other groups are from 2018.
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Lovely
Jess Hong 

Big, small, curly, straight, loud, quiet, 
smooth, wrinkly. Lovely explores a world 
of differences that all add up to the same 
thing: we are all lovely!
32 Pages; Grades PreK-2; ©2017 
HC: 978-1-939547-37-8 • $17.99 (List) • $13.49 (S&L)
R L P  

All Kinds of Friends
Shelley Rotner and Sheila M. Kelly 

Through bright photographs and simple 
text, young readers will discover the 
many ways to be a friend and how 
to celebrate all the different kinds of 
friendships they have.
32 Pages; Grades K-2; ©2018 
HC: 978-1-5124-3105-6 • $26.65 (List) • $19.99 (S&L)
PB: 978-1-5124-8632-2  • $7.99 (List) • $7.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5124-5111-5  • $39.99 (List) • $29.99 (S&L)
R P  

It’s a Girl Thing!
Smart, Fierce, and Leading the Way
Pri Ferrari 

What do girls like to do? What can 
they be? This fun, inspiring book and 
the diverse group of girls showcased 
throughout are sure to inspire the next 
generation of rule-makers and  
rule-breakers.
48 Pages; Grades K-3; ©2018 
HC: 978-1-63592-124-3 • $18.99 (List) • $14.24 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-63592-125-0  • $28.49 (List) • $21.99 (S&L)
R F P  

Can I Touch Your Hair?
Poems of Race, Mistakes, and 
Friendship
Irene Latham and Charles Waters 
illus. Sean Qualls and Selina Alko

Irene and Charles don’t know each  
other . . . and they’re not sure they want 
to. But when they’re assigned a poetry 
project together, they begin exploring 
their different experiences of race, from 
hair to family dinners.
40 Pages; Grades 3-6; ©2018; K★, PW★

HC: 978-1-5124-0442-5 • $17.99 (List) • $13.49 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5124-0888-1  • $26.99 (List) • $20.99 (S&L)
O R S  

Almost to Freedom
Vaunda Micheaux Nelson 
illus. Colin Bootman

Lindy and her doll Sally are best friends, 
they do everything together. So when 
Lindy and her mother run away in search 
of freedom, Sally joins her enslaved 
family on their quest for freedom. 
40 Pages; Grades K-3; ©2003 
HC: 978-1-57505-342-4 • $17.99 (List) • $13.49 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-57505-674-6  • $26.99 (List) • $20.99 (S&L)
O R S  

Mumbet’s Declaration of 
Independence
Gretchen Woelfle 
illus. Alix Delinois

Mumbet, a Massachusetts slave, longed 
to be free, but how? Would anyone help 
her in her fight for freedom? Could she 
win against her owner, the richest man 
in town?
32 Pages; Grades 1-4; ©2014; PW★

HC: 978-0-7613-6589-1 • $17.95 (List) • $13.46 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-4677-2399-2  • $26.99 (List) • $20.99 (S&L)
R S  

The Book Itch
Freedom, Truth & Harlem’s  
Greatest Bookstore
Vaunda Micheaux Nelson 
illus. R. Gregory Christie

Lewis’s dad said he had an itch he needed 
to scratch—a book itch. How to scratch 
it? He started the National Memorial 
African Bookstore. It became a center of 
black culture and a home to activists like 
Malcolm X.
32 Pages; Grades 2-4; ©2015; K★, BL★
HC: 978-0-7613-3943-4 • $17.99 (List) • $13.49 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-4677-4618-2  • $26.99 (List) • $20.99 (S&L)
O R S  

Game Changer
John McLendon and the Secret Game
John Coy 
illus. Randy DuBurke

In 1944, Coach John McLendon 
orchestrated a secret basketball game 
between the best players from a white 
college and his team from a black college. 
At a time of widespread segregation and 
rampant racism, this illegal gathering 
changed basketball forever.
32 Pages; Grades 2-5; ©2015; BL★, PW★

HC: 978-1-4677-2604-7 • $17.99 (List) • $13.49 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-4677-8810-6  • $26.99 (List) • $20.99 (S&L)
R S  

PICTURE BOOKS
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PICTURE BOOKS
A Spy Called James
The True Story of James Lafayette, 
Revolutionary War Double Agent
Anne Rockwell 
illus. Floyd Cooper

Told for the first time in picture 
book form is the true story of James 
Lafayette—a slave who spied for George 
Washington’s army during the American 
Revolution, and whose personal fight for 
freedom began with America’s liberation.
32 Pages; Grades 2-5; ©2016; SLJ★
HC: 978-1-4677-4933-6 • $18.99 (List) • $14.24 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-4677-6178-9  • $26.99 (List) • $20.99 (S&L)
R S  

Ruth and the Green Book
Calvin Alexander Ramsey and Gwen Strauss 
illus. Floyd Cooper

Ruth’s story is fiction, but The Green Book 
and its role in helping a generation of 
African American travelers is historical 
fact. Can Ruth’s family finally make a safe 
journey from Chicago to Alabama?
32 Pages; Grades 2-5; ©2010; SLJ★
HC: 978-0-7613-5255-6 • $18.99 (List) • $14.24 (S&L)
EB: 978-0-7613-6218-0  • $26.99 (List) • $20.99 (S&L)
O R S  

Bad News for Outlaws
The Remarkable Life of Bass Reeves, 
Deputy U.S. Marshal
Vaunda Micheaux Nelson 
illus. R. Gregory Christie

Bass Reeves was a fearless, larger than life 
lawman. Outlaws feared him and good 
citizens respected him. He achieved all 
this in spite of whites who didn’t like the 
notion of a black officer.
40 Pages; Grades 3-6; ©2009; H★, K★, PW★, SLJ★, H★
HC: 978-0-8225-6764-6 • $19.99 (List) • $14.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-0-7613-5712-4  • $29.99 (List) • $22.99 (S&L)
O R S  

Strange Fruit
Billie Holiday and the Power of a 
Protest Song
Gary Golio 
illus. Charlotte Riley-Webb

Discover how two outsiders—singer 
Billie Holiday, a young black woman, 
and Abel Meeropol, the son of Jewish 
immigrants—created “Strange Fruit,” a 
song that challenged racism and paved 
the way for the Civil Rights movement.
40 Pages; Grades 3-6; ©2017; K★, PW★

HC: 978-1-4677-5123-0 • $19.99 (List) • $14.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5124-2837-7  • $29.99 (List) • $22.99 (S&L)
R S  

Let ‘Er Buck!
George Fletcher, the People’s 
Champion
Vaunda Micheaux Nelson 
illus. Gordon C. James

When African American cowboy George 
Fletcher unfairly lost the 1911 Pendleton 
Round-Up to a white man, the outraged 
audience declared him “people’s 
champion.” Vaunda Micheaux Nelson 
and Gordon C. James share his thrilling, 
important story.
40 Pages; Grades 3-6; ©2019; K★, PW★, BL★, SLJ★
HC: 978-1-5124-9808-0 • $18.99 (List) • $14.24 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5415-4180-1  • $28.49 (List) • $21.99 (S&L)
O R S  

Like a Bird
The Art of the American Slave Song
Cynthia Grady 
illus. Michele Wood

Slave songs drew on biblical imagery to 
express the sorrow of life in bondage and 
offer a rallying cry. Coretta Scott King 
Award–winner Michele Wood illustrates 
each song’s rich meaning.
40 Pages; Grades 3-6; ©2016; SLJ★
HC: 978-1-4677-8550-1 • $19.99 (List) • $14.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5124-0889-8  • $29.99 (List) • $22.99 (S&L)
R S  

The Vast Wonder of the World
Biologist Ernest Everett Just
Mélina Mangal 
illus. Luisa Uribe

Scientist Ernest Everett Just’s keen 
observations of sea creatures revealed new 
insights about the origins of life. Through 
stunning illustrations and lyrical prose, 
this picture book presents the life and 
accomplishments of this long overlooked 
African American scientific pioneer.
40 Pages; Grades 1-4; ©2018; SLJ★
HC: 978-1-5124-8375-8 • $19.99 (List) • $14.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5415-2471-2  • $29.99 (List) • $22.99 (S&L)
O R S  

Martin & Anne
The Kindred Spirits of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. and Anne Frank
Nancy Churnin 
illus. Yevgenia Nayberg

The uncanny parallels between Anne 
Frank and Martin Luther King Jr., born the 
same year an ocean apart, are explored in 
parallel biographies.
32 Pages; Grades 3-7; ©2019 
HC: 978-1-939547-53-8 • $17.99 (List) • $13.49 (S&L)
R S  
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PICTURE BOOKS
Seeing into Tomorrow
Haiku by Richard Wright
Nina Crews and Richard Wright 
illus. Nina Crews

From watching a sunset to finding a 
beetle, Richard Wright’s haiku puts 
everyday moments into focus. Paired with 
the photo-collage artwork of Nina Crews, 
Seeing into Tomorrow celebrates the lives 
of contemporary African American boys.
32 Pages; Grades K-4; ©2018; K★, SLJ★
HC: 978-1-5124-1865-1 • $19.99 (List) • $14.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5124-9862-2  • $29.99 (List) • $22.99 (S&L)
O R  

A Boy Named Beckoning
The True Story of Dr. Carlos 
Montezuma, Native American Hero
Gina Capaldi 

This story reveals the remarkable life of a 
Native American boy named Wassaja, who 
was kidnapped from his Yavapai tribe and 
sold as a slave. The culminating portrait 
provides an inventive look at history. 
32 Pages; Grades 3-6; ©2008; LMC★, SLJ★, BL★
HC: 978-0-8225-7644-0 • $18.99 (List) • $14.24 (S&L)
PB: 978-1-5415-7837-1  • $9.99 (List) • $9.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-0-7613-3985-4  • $26.99 (List) • $20.99 (S&L)
R S  

Red Bird Sings
The Story of Zitkala-Ša, Native 
American Author, Musician,  
and Activist
Gina Capaldi and Q. L. Pearce 
illus. Gina Capaldi

“I remember the day I lost my spirit, ” 
said Zitkala-Ša. She was born in 1876 on 
a reservation in South Dakota, but she 
soon found herself caught between two 
worlds—white and Native American. 
32 Pages; Grades 3-6; ©2011; SLJ★, LMC★
PB: 978-1-5415-7836-4  • $9.99 (List) • $9.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-0-7613-7159-5  • $26.99 (List) • $20.99 (S&L)
R S  

Sacagawea
Liselotte Erdrich 
illus. Julie Buffalohead

Taking a rare look beyond the myths and 
legends surrounding Sacagawea’s life, this 
extraordinary illustrated history recounts 
the known facts about a remarkable 
woman and her contribution to one of 
America’s greatest journeys of exploration.
40 Pages; Grades 3-6; ©2003 
HC: 978-0-87614-646-0 • $19.99 (List) • $14.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-57505-679-1  • $29.99 (List) • $22.99 (S&L)
R  

Luis Paints the World
Terry Farish 
illus. Oliver Dominguez

Luis wishes his brother Nico wasn’t leaving 
for the Army. To show Nico he doesn’t 
need to go, Luis begins a mural on the 
alleyway wall. But as Luis awaits Nico’s 
return, his own world expands as well.
32 Pages; Grades K-4; ©2016 
HC: 978-1-4677-5796-6 • $19.99 (List) • $14.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-4677-9556-2  • $29.99 (List) • $22.99 (S&L)
R  

A Scarf for Keiko
Ann Malaspina 
illus. Merrilee Liddiard

It’s 1942. Sam’s class is knitting socks 
for soldiers and Sam is a terrible knitter. 
Keiko is a good knitter, but some kids 
at school don’t want anything to do 
with her because the Japanese have 
bombed Pearl Harbor and her family is 
Japanese American.
32 Pages; Grades K-4; ©2019
PB: 978-1-5415-2165-0  • $7.99 (List) • $7.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5415-4218-1  • $35.99 (List) • $26.99 (S&L)
R S I  

A Map into the World
Kao Kalia Yang 
illus. Seo Kim

Kao Kalia Yang’s debut picture book 
features a young Hmong American 
girl who seeks out beauty everywhere. 
She then shares all she’s seen with her 
grieving widower neighbor and they find 
a true connection.
32 Pages; Grades K-3; ©2019; K★, PW★

HC: 978-1-5415-3836-8 • $17.99 (List) • $13.49 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5415-6104-5  • $26.99 (List) • $20.99 (S&L)
O R I  

An Unlikely Ballerina
Krystyna Poray Goddu 
illus. Cosei Kawa

When the famous ballerina Anna 
Pavlova comes to town, Lily just has 
to meet her. Might Pavlova—small, 
delicate, and Jewish like Lily—hold the 
key to Lily’s future?
32 Pages; Grades K-4; ©2018
HC: 978-1-5124-8362-8 • $17.99 (List) • $13.49 (S&L)
PB: 978-1-5124-8363-5  • $7.99 (List) • $7.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5415-2407-1  • $35.99 (List) • $26.99 (S&L)
P  
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Their Great Gift
Courage, Sacrifice, and Hope  
in a New Land
John Coy 

Lyrical text and thought-provoking 
photographs offer a distinctive look at 
the lives of immigrants in the twenty-
first century, focusing on the lives of 
children. Celebrate the United States’s 
diversity with images of families from 
different backgrounds.
32 Pages; Grades K-3; ©2016; PW★, K★, SLJ★
HC: 978-1-4677-8054-4 • $19.99 (List) • $14.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-4677-9756-6  • $29.99 (List) • $22.99 (S&L)
R I  

Idriss and His Marble
Rene Gouichoux 
illus. Zau

Idriss’s lucky marble is his only care in the 
world . . . until the war comes. When he 
and his mother must flee their home, will 
the marble’s luck bring them to safety?
48 Pages; Grades K-4; ©2019 
HC: 978-1-63592-132-8 • $17.99 (List) • $13.49 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-63592-133-5  • $26.99 (List) • $20.90 (S&L)
R I  

Yaffa and Fatima
Shalom, Salaam
Fawzia Gilani-Williams 
illus. Chiara Fedele

Two neighbors—one Jewish, one 
Muslim—have always been best friends. 
When they both fall on hard times, can 
they find a way to help each other? A 
retelling of a folktale with both Jewish 
and Arab origins.
24 Pages; Grades PreK-3; ©2017 
HC: 978-1-4677-8938-7 • $17.99 (List) • $13.49 (S&L)
PB: 978-1-4677-9423-7  • $7.99 (List) • $7.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5124-2717-2  • $23.99 (List) • $17.99 (S&L)
R  

A Dog Named Haku
A Holiday Story from Nepal
Margarita Engle, Amish Karanjit and Nicole Karanjit 
illus. Ruth Jeyaveeran

It’s the Festival of Lights in Nepal, and  
today is the day to honor dogs! Brothers  
Alu and Bhalu wander the streets of 
Kathmandu looking for a dog to feed for 
this special celebration.
32 Pages; Grades K-3; ©2018
HC: 978-1-5124-3205-3 • $19.99 (List) • $14.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5415-2469-9  • $29.99 (List) • $22.99 (S&L)
O R  

One Plastic Bag
Isatou Ceesay and the Recycling 
Women of the Gambia
Miranda Paul 
illus. Elizabeth Zunon

In Njau, Gambia, discarded plastic bags 
littered the roads. Water pooled in them, 
bringing mosquitoes and disease. But 
Isatou Ceesay found a way to recycle the 
bags and transform her community. An 
inspirational true story.
32 Pages; Grades K-3; ©2015; SLJ★
HC: 978-1-4677-1608-6 • $19.99 (List) • $14.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-4677-6299-1  • $29.99 (List) • $22.99 (S&L)
R S F  

Manjhi Moves a Mountain
Nancy Churnin 
illus. Danny Popovici

Inspiring true story about the difference 
one person can make. What mountain 
will you move?
32 Pages; Grades K-5; ©2017 
HC: 978-1-939547-34-7 • $17.99 (List) • $13.49 (S&L)
R  

I Am Farmer
Growing an Environmental Movement 
in Cameroon
Miranda Paul and Baptiste Paul 
illus. Elizabeth Zunon

When Tantoh Nforba was a child, his 
fellow students mocked him for taking 
an interest in gardening. Today he’s an 
environmental hero, bringing clean water 
and bountiful gardens to the central 
African nation of Cameroon.
32 Pages; Grades 2-5; ©2019 
HC: 978-1-5124-4914-3 • $19.99 (List) • $14.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5415-4380-5  • $29.99 (List) • $22.99 (S&L)
R  

PICTURE BOOKS
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Truth in Sight
Book 2
Cori Doerrfeld 
illus. Cori Doerrfeld and Tyler Page

When Cici gets jealous of her classmate 
Kendra, she decides to mess up Kendra’s 
doll. But Kendra takes on the doll’s 
blemishes! The changes might turn 
permanent if Cici doesn’t begin to see the 
best in people.
48 Pages; Grades 2-5; ©2016 
HC: 978-1-4677-6153-6 • $26.65 (List) • $19.99 (S&L)
PB: 978-1-5124-1156-0  • $7.99 (List) • $7.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5124-0904-8  • $39.99 (List) • $29.99 (S&L)
R  

A Perfect View
Book 3
Cori Doerrfeld 
illus. Cori Doerrfeld and Tyler Page

Cici has everything planned for her 
camping trip, but a campsite mix-up, 
stormy weather, and a forest sprite keep 
testing her good spirits. Can Cici come 
to see the magic in surprises, before the 
whole trip is ruined?
48 Pages; Grades 2-5; ©2017
HC: 978-1-4677-6154-3 • $26.65 (List) • $19.99 (S&L)
PB: 978-1-5124-3068-4  • $7.99 (List) • $7.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5124-2700-4  • $39.99 (List) • $29.99 (S&L)
R  

Cassandra Steps Out
Book 1
Isabelle Bottier 
illus. Hélène Canac

Cassandra has a gift: she sees what 
animals are thinking. After keeping her 
talent a secret, Cassandra decides to 
make a difference. Can she find a lost cat? 
Or will her first case be a flop?
56 Pages; Grades 4-8; ©2019
HC: 978-1-5415-4397-3 • $26.65 (List) • $19.99 (S&L)
PB: 978-1-5415-7283-6  • $8.99 (List) • $8.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5415-6110-6  • $39.99 (List) • $29.99 (S&L)
R  

My Beijing
Four Stories of Everyday Wonder
Nie Jun 

Yu’er and her grandpa live in a small 
neighborhood in Beijing, where there’s a 
story around every corner. Celebrate the 
magic in everyday life in this gorgeous 
collection of comics from master 
cartoonist Nie Jun.
128 Pages; Grades 2-5; ©2018; BL★
HC: 978-1-5124-4590-9 • $30.65 (List) • $22.99 (S&L)
PB: 978-1-5415-2642-6  • $9.99 (List) • $9.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5124-9859-2  • $46.65 (List) • $34.99 (S&L)
O R P  

Little White Duck
A Childhood in China
Andrés Vera Martínez and Na Liu 
illus. Andrés Vera Martínez

The world is changing for two girls in 
1970s China. When Chairman Mao dies, 
new opportunities begin to emerge. The 
girls soon learn that their childhood will 
be much different than the upbringing 
their parents experienced.
108 Pages; Grades 4-7; ©2012; K★, LMC★, SLJ★, HB★
PB: 978-0-7613-8115-0  • $9.99 (List) • $9.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-0-7613-7963-8  • $43.99 (List) • $32.99 (S&L)
O R  

A Game for Swallows
To Die, To Leave, To Return
Zeina Abirached

When Zeina’s parents don’t return one 
afternoon and the bombing in Beirut grows 
closer, her neighbors create a comfortable 
world indoors for Zeina and her brother. 
Together they try to make it through a 
dramatic day in the one place they believed 
would always be safe—home.
192 Pages; Grades 7-12; ©2012; SLJ★ 
PB: 978-1-57505-941-9  • $9.99 (List) • $9.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-4677-0047-4  • $43.99 (List) • $32.99 (S&L)
O R  

I Remember Beirut
Zeina Abirached 

Zeina Abirached grew up in Beirut in the 
1980s as fighting between Christians 
and Muslims divided the city streets. 
With striking black-and-white artwork, 
Abirached recalls the details of  life inside 
a war zone.
96 Pages; Grades 8-12; ©2014; LMC★
PB: 978-1-4677-4458-4  • $9.99 (List) • $9.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-4677-4660-1  • $43.99 (List) • $32.99 (S&L)
O R  

Believe Your Eyes
Book 1
Cori Doerrfeld 
illus. Cori Doerrfeld and Tyler Page

Cici’s new magical powers let her see 
people as they truly are. But what she 
learns about her loved ones isn’t always 
easy to accept. She has one day to 
decide whether to keep her wings. What 
will she choose?
48 Pages; Grades 2-5; ©2016 
HC: 978-1-4677-6152-9 • $26.65 (List) • $19.99 (S&L)
PB: 978-1-4677-9571-5  • $7.99 (List) • $7.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-4677-9572-2  • $39.99 (List) • $29.99 (S&L)
R  
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The Courage of Elfina
André Jacob 
illus. Christine Delezenne

Realistically presented and powerfully 
illustrated, this teen graphic novel reveals 
the untold story of child exploitation and 
one girl’s courage to escape.
64 Pages; Grades 7-12; ©2020
HC: 978-1-4594-1419-8 • $24.95 (List) • $18.71 (S&L)
R I M  

Sincerely, Harriet
Sarah Winifred Searle 

Harriet Flores struggles with boredom 
and an unrequited crush while learning 
to manage her chronic illness through 
a long, hot, 1990s summer in Chicago. 
Along the way, she discovers the power 
of storytelling.
176 Pages; Grades 4-8; ©2019; K★
HC: 978-1-5124-4019-5 • $29.32 (List) • $21.99 (S&L)
PB: 978-1-5415-4529-8  • $11.99 (List) • $11.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5415-4272-3  • $43.99 (List) • $32.99 (S&L)
P  

Stage Dreams
Melanie Gillman 

In this queer western adventure, 
acclaimed cartoonist Melanie Gillman 
puts readers in the saddle alongside Flor 
and Grace, a Latinx outlaw and a trans 
runaway, as they thwart a Confederate 
plot in the New Mexico Territory.
104 Pages; Grades 8-12; ©2019; SLJ★
HC: 978-1-5124-4000-3 • $29.32 (List) • $21.99 (S&L)
PB: 978-1-5415-7284-3  • $10.99 (List) • $10.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5415-6111-3  • $43.99 (List) • $32.99 (S&L)
O R S L  

Topside
J. N. Monk 
illus. Harry Bogosian

When Jo, a headstrong maintenance 
technician, makes a mistake that 
destabilizes her planet’s core, she knows 
only one way to fix things: leaving her 
underground home for a trip to the 
planet’s dangerous, unruly surface.
200 Pages; Grades 7-12; ©2019 
HC: 978-1-5124-4589-3 • $33.32 (List) • $24.99 (S&L)
PB: 978-1-5415-7285-0  • $14.99 (List) • $14.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5415-6112-0  • $50.65 (List) • $37.99 (S&L)
O R  

Losing the Girl
Book 1
MariNaomi 

When Claudia Jones goes missing, her 
classmates think the worst . . . or at least 
the weirdest. It couldn’t be an alien 
abduction, right? Eisner-nominated 
cartoonist MariNaomi looks at the perils 
of teenage life—including possible 
otherworldly disappearances.
280 Pages; Grades 9-12; ©2018 
HC: 978-1-5124-4910-5 • $29.32 (List) • $21.99 (S&L)
PB: 978-1-5415-1044-9  • $11.99 (List) • $11.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5124-9857-8  • $43.99 (List) • $32.99 (S&L)
L M  

Gravity’s Pull
Book 2
MariNaomi

When Claudia Jones returns to school 
after a mysterious disappearance, she 
exerts a strange effect on her classmates. 
Each chapter uses a unique art style and 
is written from a different character’s 
point of view.
224 Pages; Grades 9-12; ©2019 
PB: 978-1-5415-4526-7  • $11.99 (List) • $11.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5415-4269-3  • $43.99 (List) • $32.99 (S&L)
L M  

The American Dream?
A Journey on Route 66 Discovering 
Dinosaur Statues, Muffler Men, and the 
Perfect Breakfast Burrito
Shing Yin Khor 

Shing Yin Khor’s graphic travelogue 
about driving through what’s left of 
Route 66 begins as a road trip and ends 
up more like a pilgrimage in search of an 
ever-shifting definition of America.
160 Pages; Grades 6-12; ©2019; BL★
HC: 978-1-5415-7852-4 • $37.32 (List) • $27.99 (S&L)
PB: 978-1-942186-37-3  • $16.99 (List) • $16.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5415-7853-1  • $55.99 (List) • $41.99 (S&L)
O R  

A Bag of Marbles
The Graphic Novel
Joseph Joffo 
illus. Vincent Bailly

With the German occupation threatening 
their safety, Maurice and Joseph must 
flee to their older brothers in the free 
zone. Surviving the long journey will take 
every scrap of ingenuity and courage 
they can muster. 
128 Pages; Grades 7-12; ©2013; PW★

HC: 978-1-4677-0700-8 • $29.32 (List) • $21.99 (S&L)
PB: 978-1-4677-1516-4  • $9.99 (List) • $9.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-4677-1651-2  • $43.99 (List) • $32.99 (S&L)
O R S  
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NOVELS
Last of the Name
Rosanne Parry 

Twelve-year-old Irish immigrant Danny 
O’Carolan tries to make it in 1863 New 
York. As racial and class tensions rise, he 
finds solace in the musical legacy of his 
family. Could his talent save their lives?
344 Pages; Grades 5-8; ©2019; K★
HC: 978-1-5415-4159-7 • $17.99 (List) • $13.49 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5415-4235-8  • $26.99 (List) • $20.99 (S&L)
R S I  

Auma’s Long Run
Eucabeth Odhiambo 

As a strange new sickness called AIDS 
ravages her village in Kenya, thirteen-
year-old Auma must decide whether to 
pursue a track scholarship that will let her 
attend high school or stay home to help 
her struggling family.
304 Pages; Grades 3-6; ©2017; SLJ★, K★, PW★

HC: 978-1-5124-2784-4 • $17.99 (List) • $13.49 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5124-4852-8  • $26.99 (List) • $20.99 (S&L)
O R S F M  

A Calf Named Brian Higgins
An Adventure in Rural Kenya
Kristen Ball 

This middle grades novel follows 
thirteen-year-old Hannah Higgins as 
she becomes aware of the gap between 
the riches of her life at home and that 
of her new friends in a small village in 
Kenya. A moving and charming story of 
selflessness and discovery.
272 Pages; Grades 4-7; ©2019; 
HC: 978-1-947159-00-6 • $16.99 (List) • $12.74 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-947159-02-0  • $25.49 (List) • $19.99 (S&L)
R  

Girls on the Line
Jennie Liu 

Luli and Yun, sixteen-year-old orphans and 
best friends, work together at a factory in 
a mid-sized Chinese city. When Yun gets 
pregnant and disappears, Luli sets out to 
find her—and help her if she can.
232 Pages; Grades 8-12; ©2018; SLJ★, FW★

HC: 978-1-5124-5938-8 • $18.99 (List) • $14.24 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5415-2376-0  • $28.49 (List) • $21.99 (S&L)
R S F H  

Red Dove, Listen to the Wind
Sonia Antaki 
illus. Andrew Bosley

A middle-grades historical novel set in 
Dakota Territory of the 1890s against the 
backdrop of Wounded Knee. Red Dove, 
Listen to the Wind is the tale of a young 
girl caught between worlds.
232 Pages; Grades 4-8; ©2020 
HC: 978-1-947159-12-9 • $17.99 (List) • $13.49 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-947159-14-3  • $27.99 (List) • $20.99 (S&L)
R S  

Walk Till You Disappear
Jacqueline Dembar Greene 
illus. Odessa Sawyer

When 12-year-old Miguel Abrano learns 
of his Jewish ancestry, he leaves home. 
Lost in the desert, he meets Rushing 
Cloud, a Tohono O’odham youth escaping 
a mission school. Returning home, Miguel 
begins to rethink his reaction.
208 Pages; Grades 3-7; ©2019 
HC: 978-1-5415-5722-2 • $15.99 (List) • $11.99 (S&L)
PB: 978-1-5415-5723-9  • $8.99 (List) • $8.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5415-6127-4  • $31.99 (List) • $23.99 (S&L)
R  

Without Refuge
Jane Mitchell 

Thirteen-year-old Ghalib has to flee 
war-torn Syria with his family. In a 
journey of life and death, the family 
braves hunger, homelessness, and 
persecution to reach the refugee  
camp. . . and an uncertain future.
288 Pages; Grades 4-7; ©2018
HC: 978-1-5415-0050-1 • $16.99 (List) • $12.74 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5415-1054-8  • $25.49 (List) • $19.99 (S&L)
R S I P  
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Paper Butterflies
Lisa Heathfield 

June’s stepmother physically abuses 
her, but June can’t find the words to tell 
anyone. Her only hope is her friendship 
with Blister, a boy who helps her believe 
she can escape. Then a shocking tragedy 
occurs and June finds herself trapped, 
potentially forever.
272 Pages; Grades 7-12; ©2017 
HC: 978-1-5124-8241-6 • $18.99 (List) • $14.24 (S&L)
PB: 978-1-5415-6042-0  • $9.99 (List) • $9.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5124-8243-0  • $28.49 (List) • $21.99 (S&L)
R H  

See No Color
Shannon Gibney 

Being a biracial girl adopted by a white 
family didn’t used to bother Alex. All that 
mattered was being her father’s baseball 
star—until that status slips. Now she’s 
questioning her identity. Black or white—
where does she fit in?
192 Pages; Grades 7-12; ©2015; K★, PW★

HC: 978-1-4677-7682-0 • $18.99 (List) • $14.24 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-4677-8814-4  • $28.49 (List) • $21.99 (S&L)
O R  

Knockout Games
G. Neri 

Coretta Scott King Award honoree G. Neri 
captures the notorious and terrifying 
knockout game and its players in an 
unflinching novel that’s hard to read and 
impossible to put down.
304 Pages; Grades 8-12; ©2014; K★
HC: 978-1-4677-3269-7 • $17.95 (List) • $13.46 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-4677-4627-4  • $26.99 (List) • $20.99 (S&L)
R S  

Out of Darkness
Ashley Hope Pérez 

Set against the back drop of one of the 
worst school tragedies in American 
history, Out of Darkness is a brutal and 
gripping novel about race, segregation, 
love, and the forces that destroy people.
408 Pages; Grades 8-12; ©2015; K★, SLJ★
HC: 978-1-4677-4202-3 • $18.99 (List) • $14.24 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-4677-6179-6  • $28.49 (List) • $21.99 (S&L)
R S  

The Knife and the Butterfly
Ashley Hope Pérez 

After a gang brawl, Azael wakes up in 
a locked cell. Juvie, he thinks. He can’t 
remember what happened. And this 
lockup is strange. They just make him 
watch some white girl in another cell. 
Somehow, he’s connected to her...
216 Pages; Grades 9-12; ©2012 
HC: 978-0-7613-6156-5 • $17.95 (List) • $13.46 (S&L)
PB: 978-1-4677-1624-6  • $9.95 (List) • $9.95 (S&L)
EB: 978-0-7613-8728-2  • $26.99 (List) • $20.99 (S&L)
R  

What Can’t Wait
Ashley Hope Pérez 

Seventeen-year-old Marisa’s parents 
expect her to live an ordinary life and 
help the familia. Her calc teacher thinks 
she can get into engineering school. 
Caught between the expectations of two 
different worlds, Marisa isn’t sure what 
she wants.
240 Pages; Grades 9-12; ©2011 
PB: 978-0-7613-8499-1  • $9.99 (List) • $9.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-0-7613-7163-2  • $26.99 (List) • $20.99 (S&L)
R I F  

A Matter of Souls
Denise Lewis Patrick 

This stirring collection of short stories 
considers the souls of black men and 
women across centuries and continents. 
In each, Denise Lewis Patrick takes the 
measure of their dignity, describes their 
dreams, and catalogs their fears.
192 Pages; Grades 6-12; ©2014; K★
HC: 978-0-7613-9280-4 • $16.95 (List) • $12.71 (S&L)
PB: 978-1-5415-1482-9  • $9.99 (List) • $9.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-4677-2402-9  • $25.49 (List) • $19.99 (S&L)
O R S  

No Crystal Stair
A Documentary Novel of the Life 
and Work of Lewis Michaux, Harlem 
Bookseller
Vaunda Micheaux Nelson 
illus. R. Gregory Christie

Coretta Scott King Award–winning author 
Vaunda Micheaux Nelson combines 
meticulous research with a storyteller’s 
flair to document the life and times 
of her great-uncle Lewis Michaux, an 
extraordinary literacy pioneer of the Civil 
Rights era.
192 Pages; Grades 7-12; ©2012; K★, PW★, SLJ★, HB★  
PB: 978-1-5415-1491-1  • $9.99 (List) • $9.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-0-7613-8727-5  • $28.49 (List) • $21.99 (S&L)
O R S  
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The Notations of Cooper 
Cameron
Jane O’Reilly 

After his grandfather dies, Cooper invents 
obsessive rituals to protect his loved 
ones from harm. But when his strange 
behavior causes family relationships to 
fray, Cooper vows to cure himself and 
bring his damaged family back together.
320 Pages; Grades 3-5; ©2017, K★, SLJ★  
PB: 978-1-5415-7759-6  • $9.99 (List) • $9.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5124-4853-5  • $26.99 (List) • $20.99 (S&L)
H  

Pointe, Claw
Amber J. Keyser 

Jessie is killing her body to become 
a ballerina. Dawn is blacking out and 
waking in strange places. At every turn, 
the friends encounter the many ways 
girls are judged and discarded. Should 
they play it safe or go feral?
288 Pages; Grades 8-12; ©2017; BL★, PW★

HC: 978-1-4677-7591-5 • $18.99 (List) • $14.24 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5124-0895-9  • $26.99 (List) • $20.99 (S&L)
L F H  

I, Claudia
Mary McCoy 

Claudia never expected to be in charge of 
Imperial Day Academy. With her limp and 
stutter, she’s just hoping to survive high 
school. But Claudia discovers that power 
can be intoxicating . . . and that her 
prestigious school has some dark secrets.
424 Pages; Grades 8-12; ©2018; K★, BL★
HC: 978-1-5124-4846-7 • $18.99 (List) • $14.24 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5415-2375-3  • $28.49 (List) • $21.99 (S&L)
F P M  

Wired Man and Other Freaks  
of Nature
Sashi Kaufman 

Ben Wireman is partially deaf and 
completely insecure, but he feels normal 
when he’s with his best friend, Tyler Nuson. 
But Tyler no longer seems interested in 
Ben. Who is Ben without Tyler? Is Tyler 
really all that “normal” anyway?
264 Pages; Grades 9-12; ©2016; BL★
HC: 978-1-4677-8563-1 • $17.99 (List) • $13.49 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-4677-9564-7  • $26.99 (List) • $20.99 (S&L)
L P  

The Scar Boys
Len Vlahos 

Written as a college application essay, 
eighteen-year-old Harry Jones describes 
the horrible accident he suffered at the 
hands of bullies, the hideous scars he 
hides behind, and how forming a band 
brought him self-confidence, friendship, 
and a first kiss.
256 Pages; Grades 9-12; ©2014; SLJ★
HC: 978-1-60684-439-7 • $17.99 (List) • $13.49 (S&L)
PB: 978-1-60684-566-0  • $9.99 (List) • $9.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5124-0191-2  • $26.99 (List) • $20.99 (S&L)
P  

Scar Girl
Len Vlahos 

When The Scar Boys ended, the band had 
fallen apart. Only through their music 
are they able to come back together. But 
the road to fame is bumpy, as award-
winning author Len Vlahos depicts in this 
powerful sequel.
280 Pages; Grades 9-12; ©2016; K★
HC: 978-1-60684-607-0 • $17.99 (List) • $13.49 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5124-0164-6  • $26.99 (List) • $20.99 (S&L)
P  

The Disturbed Girl’s Dictionary
NoNieqa Ramos 

Macy is classified as “disturbed” by 
her school. But she isn’t interested in 
how others see her. She’s got more 
pressing problems: a volatile family, law 
enforcement, and a best friend who isn’t 
speaking to her.
344 Pages; Grades 9-12; ©2018; BL★, FW★, V★
HC: 978-1-5124-3976-2 • $17.99 (List) • $13.49 (S&L)
PB: 978-1-5415-7761-9  • $9.99 (List) • $9.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5124-9855-4  • $26.99 (List) • $20.99 (S&L)
O R S L F H M  

The Truth Is
NoNieqa Ramos 

Fifteen-year-old overachiever Verdad 
is struggling to meet her Puerto Rican 
mother’s expectations and process her 
best friend’s death when she falls for 
Danny, a trans boy, and starts to question 
her own identity.
272 Pages; Grades 9-12; ©2019 
HC: 978-1-5415-2877-2 • $18.99 (List) • $14.24 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5415-6103-8  • $27.99 (List) • $20.99 (S&L)
O R S L H  
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The Sin-Eater’s Confession
Ilsa J. Bick 

People in Merit, Wisconsin, always said 
Jimmy was . . . you know. But people say 
all sorts of stupid stuff. Nobody really 
knew anything. Nobody really knew 
Jimmy. Jimmy’s dead now and here is  
my confession...
296 Pages; Grades 9-12; ©2013; K★, PW★

HC: 978-0-7613-5687-5 • $17.95 (List) • $13.46 (S&L)
PB: 978-1-4677-3705-0  • $9.95 (List) • $9.95 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-4677-0948-4  • $26.99 (List) • $20.99 (S&L)
S L  

Charming
Mette Bach 

A young singer falls in love and learns 
the true cost of fame after being bullied 
online in a modern LGBTQ+ retelling of a 
classic fairy tale.
176 Pages; Grades 9-12; ©2019 
HC: 978-1-4594-1389-4 • $27.99 (List) • $20.99 (S&L)
PB: 978-1-4594-1387-0  • $8.99 (List) • $8.99 (S&L)
L  

Cinders
Mette Bach 

In an LGBTQ+ retelling of Cinderella, a 
tech-savvy teen finds love with a young 
singer through the anti-bullying app  
she developed.
168 Pages; Grades 9-12; ©2019
HC: 978-1-4594-1385-6 • $27.99 (List) • $20.99 (S&L)
PB: 978-1-4594-1383-2  • $8.99 (List) • $8.99 (S&L)
L  

Just Julian
Markus Harwood-Jones 

A young gay man finds the courage to 
stand up for himself in an LGBTQ twist on 
Romeo and Juliet. Romeo gives Julian the 
strength to face his depression and take a 
stand against homophobia.
168 Pages; Grades 9-12; ©2019 
HC: 978-1-4594-1294-1 • $27.99 (List) • $20.99 (S&L)
PB: 978-1-4594-1292-7  • $8.99 (List) • $8.99 (S&L)
L  

Love Is Love
Mette Bach 

Insecure and unhappy, Emmy is surprised 
when Jude is interested in her. Jude is 
transgender and Emmy has to decide if 
she can to put her own true self on the 
line for real love.
176 Pages; Grades 9-12; ©2018 
HC: 978-1-4594-1232-3 • $27.99 (List) • $20.99 (S&L)
L  

Romeo for Real
Markus Harwood-Jones 

A young man comes to terms with his 
sexuality in a modern retelling of a 
Shakespearean classic. When Romeo’s 
homophobic friends can’t accept him as 
gay, he must prove that his love for Julian 
is real.
168 Pages; Grades 9-12; ©2019 
HC: 978-1-4594-1298-9 • $27.99 (List) • $20.99 (S&L)
PB: 978-1-4594-1296-5  • $8.99 (List) • $8.99 (S&L)
L  

Castle of Lies
Kiersi Burkhart 

Thelia isn’t in line to inherit the crown, 
but she’s always been determined to 
become queen. When an army of elves 
invades the kingdom, she may have to 
give up her ambitions to save her life!
352 Pages; Grades 7-12; ©2019
HC: 978-1-5124-2997-8 • $18.99 (List) • $14.24 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5415-4185-6  • $28.49 (List) • $21.99 (S&L)
L F H  

Brooklyn, Burning
Steve Brezenoff 

When you’re sixteen and no one 
understands who you are, sometimes 
you have to run. If you’re lucky, you find 
a place that takes you in. For Kid, the 
streets of Greenpoint, Brooklyn, are a 
place to find acceptance...and maybe 
even love.
208 Pages; Grades 9-12; ©2011; PW★, K★
HC: 978-0-7613-7526-5 • $17.95 (List) • $13.46 (S&L)
PB: 978-1-4677-1625-3  • $9.95 (List) • $9.95 (S&L)
EB: 978-0-7613-7945-4  • $26.99 (List) • $20.99 (S&L)
S L  
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You’re You
Mette Bach 

A believable portrayal of a politically 
active LGBTQ teen who has always 
identified as a lesbian. When Freyja finds 
herself attracted to a South Asian boy, 
she comes to a new identity for herself 
as bisexual.
184 Pages; Grades 9-12; ©2019 
HC: 978-1-4594-1270-5 • $27.99 (List) • $20.99 (S&L)
PB: 978-1-4594-1258-3  • $8.99 (List) • $8.99 (S&L)
L  

Follow Your Heart
Tasha Nathan 

Nisha has always been a good Tamil 
daughter. Her parents want her to 
become a doctor, but what she really 
loves is writing... and her classmate, Todd. 
Can love conquer obligation?
160 Pages; Grades 9-12; ©2018
HC: 978-1-4594-1236-1 • $27.99 (List) • $20.99 (S&L)
R F  

Girlness
Deal with it body and soul
Diane Peters 
illus. Steven Murray

A timely new resource for helping kids 
deal with issues surrounding gender 
identity and how girls can cope with the 
conflicts that arise when we question 
what it means to be female.
32 Pages; Grades 4-9; ©2017 
HC: 978-1-4594-1186-9 • $22.65 (List) • $16.99 (S&L)
L F  

Guyness
Deal with it body and soul
Steve Pitt 
illus. Steven Murray

A timely new resource for helping kids 
deal with issues surrounding gender 
identity and how boys can cope with the 
conflicts that arise when we question 
what it means to be male.
32 Pages; Grades 4-9; ©2017 
HC: 978-1-4594-1187-6 • $22.65 (List) • $16.99 (S&L)
L  

Homophobia
Deal with it and turn prejudice  
into pride
Steven Solomon 
illus. Nick Johnson

A timely resource for helping kids 
understand and resolve conflicts 
stemming from homophobia and bullying.
32 Pages; Grades 4-9; ©2013 
HC: 978-1-4594-0441-0 • $24.95 (List) • $18.71 (S&L)
L  

Transphobia
Deal with it and be a gender  
transcender
J. Wallace Skelton 
illus. Nick Johnson

A timely new resource for helping 
kids understand and resolve conflicts 
stemming from gender identity, gender 
expression and transphobia.
32 Pages; Grades 4-9; ©2017
HC: 978-1-4594-0766-4 • $22.65 (List) • $16.99 (S&L)
L  

Same Love
Tony Correia 

When Adam reveals to his devout 
parents that he’s gay, they send him to a 
Christian camp. But when he meets Paul, 
Adam realizes it’s impossible to bury his 
attraction and “straighten out.”
184 Pages; Grades 9-12; ©2018 
HC: 978-1-4594-1234-7 • $27.99 (List) • $20.99 (S&L)
L  

True to You
Tony Correia 

In the bizarre world of pro wrestling, 
a teenage hopeful finds a relationship 
where he can be true to himself as a 
gay guy.
184 Pages; Grades 9-12; ©2019 
HC: 978-1-4594-1269-9 • $27.99 (List) • $20.99 (S&L)
PB: 978-1-4594-1255-2  • $8.99 (List) • $8.99 (S&L)
L  
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LGBTQ+ Athletes Claim the Field
Striving for Equality
Kirstin Cronn-Mills and Alex Jackson Nelson 

Today, LGBTQ+ athletes are everywhere. 
But it hasn’t always been this way. Social 
attitudes, institutional policies, and laws 
have been slow to change, but now 
LGBTQ+ athletes are finding opportunity 
and success.
104 Pages; Grades 7-12; ©2017; BL★
HC: 978-1-4677-8012-4 • $34.65 (List) • $25.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5124-1139-3  • $51.99 (List) • $38.99 (S&L)
S L  

Transgender Lives
Complex Stories, Complex Voices
Kirstin Cronn-Mills 

Meet seven transgender individuals and 
learn how they came to understand, 
accept, and express their gender 
identities, as well as the sorrows and 
successes they experienced.
88 Pages; Grades 6-12; ©2015; LMC★
HC: 978-0-7613-9022-0 • $34.65 (List) • $25.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-4677-4796-7  • $51.99 (List) • $38.99 (S&L)
S L  

Alice + Freda Forever
A Murder in Memphis
Alexis Coe 
illus. Sally Klann

In 1892, Alice Mitchell planned to pass 
as a man to marry Freda Ward, but when 
their love letters were discovered, they 
were barred from seeing each other. 
What drove Alice to murder Freda?
224 Pages; Grades 8-12; ©2014; SLJ★
HC: 978-1-936976-60-7 • $16.99 (List) • $12.74 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-936976-61-4  • $23.99 (List) • $17.99 (S&L)
L  

The Women’s Rights Movement
Eric Braun 

Women’s rights have come a long way 
since the first women’s rights convention 
in 1848—but activists are still fighting. 
What are their main concerns today? Learn 
more about women’s rights activists today 
and their groundbreaking predecessors.
32 Pages; Grades 3-6; ©2019 
HC: 978-1-5415-2332-6 • $29.32 (List) • $21.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5415-2558-0  • $43.99 (List) • $32.99 (S&L)
R S F  

No More Excuses
Dismantling Rape Culture
Amber J. Keyser 

The #MeToo movement opened up 
an explosive conversation around the 
globe. Learn about the foundations of 
rape culture and how to dismantle it 
through redefining healthy manhood 
and sexuality, improving legal systems 
and workplace environments, evaluating 
media critically, and speaking out.
144 Pages; Grades 8-12; ©2019; SLJ★
HC: 978-1-5415-4020-0 • $37.32 (List) • $27.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5415-4395-9  • $55.99 (List) • $41.99 (S&L)
S F M  

Women in the Military
From Drill Sergeants to Fighter Pilots
Connie Goldsmith 

Women have served in a multitude 
of military roles throughout history, 
including in front-line ground combat 
troops. Yet no matter their position, 
they’ve faced discrimination and even 
sexual assault. Meet the military women 
who are standing up for fairness.
120 Pages; Grades 8-12; ©2019
HC: 978-1-5415-2812-3 • $37.32 (List) • $27.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5415-5707-9  • $55.99 (List) • $41.99 (S&L)
F  

NONFICTION
The Gay Rights Movement
Eric Braun 

The gay rights movement has evolved 
over time—from the Stonewall riots  
to fighting for same-sex marriage.  
Learn about the history of the 
movement and how allies and LGBTQ+ 
community members are still fighting 
for progress today.
32 Pages; Grades 3-6; ©2019 
HC: 978-1-5415-2334-0 • $29.32 (List) • $21.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5415-2557-3  • $43.99 (List) • $32.99 (S&L)
S L  

Queer, 2nd Edition
The Ultimate LGBTQ Guide for Teens
Kathy Belge and Marke Bieschke 

Teen life is hard enough, but for LGBTQ 
(lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 
queer) teens, it can be even harder. This 
updated, revised edition will help make 
everything, from crushes to coming out, 
a little easier.
208 Pages; Grades 6-12; ©2019 
HC: 978-1-5415-7858-6 • $37.32 (List) • $27.99 (S&L)
PB: 978-1-942186-48-9  • $14.99 (List) • $11.24 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5415-7859-3  • $55.99 (List) • $41.99 (S&L)
L  
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Exposing Hate
Prejudice, Hatred, and Violence  
in Action
Michael Miller 

What is a hate group and how does it 
operate? How do we legally define hate 
speech and hate crimes? What is the 
history of hate and how do we confront 
it? Examine these critical questions in this 
practical investigation.
144 Pages; Grades 8-12; ©2019
HC: 978-1-5415-3925-9 • $37.32 (List) • $27.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5415-4391-1  • $55.99 (List) • $41.99 (S&L)
S  

Racial Profiling
Everyday Inequality
Alison Marie Behnke 

In the United States, racial profiling 
affects thousands of Americans every 
day. Combining rigorous research with 
powerful personal stories, this insightful 
title explores the history, the many 
manifestations, and the consequences of 
this form of social injustice.
160 Pages; Grades 8-12; ©2017; K★, SLJ★
HC: 978-1-5124-0268-1 • $35.99 (List) • $26.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5124-2851-3  • $53.32 (List) • $39.99 (S&L)
R S  

Teen Incarceration
From Cell Bars to Ankle Bracelets
Patrick Jones 

Minority youth make up about one-
third of the US juvenile population, yet 
they comprise two-thirds of the juvenile 
corrections population. Examine youth 
crime and learn about the juvenile 
justice system.
120 Pages; Grades 7-12; ©2017 
HC: 978-1-4677-7572-4 • $37.32 (List) • $27.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5124-1138-6  • $55.99 (List) • $41.99 (S&L)
R S  

Racism
Deal with it before it gets under  
your skin
Anne Marie Aikins 
illus. Steven Murray

Using realistic examples and sensitive 
language, Racism: Deal with it before it 
gets under your skin examines the sources 
of racial and cultural conflicts. This 
important book will help young people 
recognize and overcome barriers to 
peace, understanding, and acceptance.
32 Pages; Grades 4-9; ©2010 
HC: 978-1-55277-495-3 • $24.95 (List) • $18.71 (S&L)
R S  

The Civil Rights Movement
Eric Braun 

Learn about the history of the Civil Rights 
Movement, from the 1800s to today. Find 
out how activists such as Fannie Lou 
Hamer set the stage for modern activism 
and how activists are speaking out today 
to expand rights.
32 Pages; Grades 3-6; ©2019
HC: 978-1-5415-2331-9 • $29.32 (List) • $21.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5415-2556-6  • $43.99 (List) • $32.99 (S&L)
R S  

Forgotten Bones
Uncovering a Slave Cemetery
Lois Miner Huey 

Construction workers in Albany, New 
York, were surprised to dig up a skull—
much less one that was more than 
one hundred years old! Follow the 
archaeological excavation of a long-lost 
slave cemetery and discover more about 
these forgotten bones.
56 Pages; Grades 4-8; ©2016 
HC: 978-1-4677-3393-9 • $30.65 (List) • $22.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-4677-6300-4  • $46.65 (List) • $34.99 (S&L)
R S  

Feminism
Reinventing the F-Word
Nadia Abushanab Higgins 

While most people believe in equal 
rights, the word feminism makes people 
uncomfortable. Explore the history of US 
feminism and learn what it means to be a 
feminist—and why some criticize it.
112 Pages; Grades 7-12; ©2016; BL★, V★
HC: 978-1-4677-6147-5 • $35.99 (List) • $26.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-4677-9578-4  • $53.32 (List) • $39.99 (S&L)
S F  

Economic Inequality
The American Dream under Siege
Coral Celeste Frazer 

Millions of Americans don’t earn enough 
money to pay for decent housing, food, 
health care, and education. Meanwhile 
the rich keep getting richer. Learn how 
governments, businesses, and citizens are 
fighting to close the economic gap.
128 Pages; Grades 8-12; ©2018; BL★, K★
HC: 978-1-5124-3107-0 • $37.32 (List) • $27.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5124-9886-8  • $55.99 (List) • $41.99 (S&L)
S  

NONFICTION
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The Negro Leagues
Celebrating Baseball’s Unsung Heroes
Matt Doeden 

In the early 1900s, professional baseball 
was mostly segregated. The Negro 
Leagues provided an alternative for 
African American players. Discover the 
history of African American baseball 
and the people who worked to end the 
sport’s decades of segregation.
64 Pages; Grades 5-12; ©2017
HC: 978-1-5124-2753-0 • $34.65 (List) • $25.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5124-2845-2  • $51.99 (List) • $38.99 (S&L)
R S  

The Dozier School for Boys
Forensics, Survivors, and a Painful Past
Elizabeth A. Murray 

This true crime story reveals the atrocities 
at the Dozier School for Boys where, from 
1900 to 2001, school officials tortured 
and killed children in their care. Meet the 
brave survivors and investigators who 
brought the crimes to light.
120 Pages; Grades 8-12; ©2020; K★, BL★
HC: 978-1-5415-1978-7 • $37.32 (List) • $27.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5415-6269-1  • $55.99 (List) • $41.99 (S&L)
R S  

Colin Kaepernick
From Free Agent to Change Agent
Eric Braun 

Former NFL quarterback Colin Kaepernick 
drew positive and negative attention 
for kneeling during the national anthem 
to protest police violence against 
minorities in 2016. Two years later, he 
made headlines again when he became a 
spokesperson for Nike.
48 Pages; Grades 4-8; ©2020 
HC: 978-1-5415-5617-1 • $31.99 (List) • $23.99 (S&L)
PB: 978-1-5415-7431-1  • $9.99 (List) • $9.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5415-5619-5  • $47.99 (List) • $35.99 (S&L)
R S  

John Lewis
Courage in Action
Matt Doeden 

John Lewis is one of the most courageous 
leaders of the civil rights movement. In 
1986, Lewis won a seat in US Congress, 
which he continues to occupy. Follow 
Lewis’s journey to Washington, DC, where 
he fights for equality.
48 Pages; Grades 4-8; ©2018
HC: 978-1-5415-1238-2 • $31.99 (List) • $23.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5415-1239-9  • $47.99 (List) • $35.99 (S&L)
R S  

Martin Luther King Jr .
Walking in the Light
Jon M. Fishman 

Martin Luther King Jr. was an influential 
and inspiring leader of the Civil Rights 
Movement in the 1950s and 1960s. His 
life, work, and death are brought to life 
for readers like never before.
48 Pages; Grades 4-8; ©2019 
HC: 978-1-5415-3918-1 • $31.99 (List) • $23.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5415-4348-5  • $47.99 (List) • $35.99 (S&L)
R S  

Muhammad Ali
The Greatest
Matt Doeden 

Muhammad Ali was known for his 
battles in the boxing ring as well as his 
achievements outside of it. Follow his 
journey from amateur to heavyweight 
champion, and learn how he advocated 
for peace and justice as an activist.
48 Pages; Grades 4-8; ©2017 
HC: 978-1-5124-4431-5 • $31.99 (List) • $23.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5124-4432-2  • $47.99 (List) • $35.99 (S&L)
R S  

Locked Up for Freedom
Civil Rights Protesters at the  
Leesburg Stockade
Heather E. Schwartz 

More than 30 African American girls ages 
11 to 16 were confined in a stockade 
after taking part in Civil Rights protests in 
1963. While they were imprisoned, their 
commitment to the struggle for equality 
was put to the test.
64 Pages; Grades 5-8; ©2018 
HC: 978-1-4677-8597-6 • $33.32 (List) • $24.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5124-2841-4  • $50.65 (List) • $37.99 (S&L)
R S  

More Than a Game
Race, Gender, and Politics in Sports
Matt Doeden 

Explore powerful moments in sports 
that made an impact on human rights, 
including Muhammad Ali’s stand against 
the Vietnam War, Colin Kaepernick’s 
protests supporting Black Lives Matter, 
the US gymnastics team’s testimony 
empowering women to speak out about 
sexual abuse, and more.
64 Pages; Grades 5-12; ©2020 
HC: 978-1-5415-4094-1 • $34.65 (List) • $25.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5415-6262-2  • $51.99 (List) • $38.99 (S&L)
R S F M  
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The Global Refugee Crisis
Fleeing Conflict and Violence
Stephanie Sammartino McPherson 

Around the world, millions of people 
have fled violence and persecution 
in recent years. More than half were 
children. Learn about modern mass 
exoduses, how nations are addressing 
the crises, and what kinds of solutions 
could help.
128 Pages; Grades 8-12; ©2019 
HC: 978-1-5415-2811-6 • $37.32 (List) • $27.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5415-4394-2  • $55.99 (List) • $41.99 (S&L)
R S  

Dalai Lama
A Leader in Exile
Anna Leigh 

Forced into exile in India after Tibet’s 
attempted revolt against occupying 
Chinese forces, the Dalai Lama launched 
a nonviolent campaign against the 
occupation that earned him a Nobel 
Peace Prize in 1989. He remains an icon 
of peace.
48 Pages; Grades 4-8; ©2020
HC: 978-1-5415-3916-7 • $31.99 (List) • $23.99 (S&L)
PB: 978-1-5415-7432-8  • $9.99 (List) • $9.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5415-4347-8  • $47.99 (List) • $35.99 (S&L)
R S  

Malala Yousafzai
Shot by the Taliban, Still Fighting for 
Equal Education
Matt Doeden 

Sixteen-year-old Malala Yousafzai is an 
international advocate for the right for 
education for all, especially girls. At age 
15, the Pakistani youth survived being 
shot by the Taliban on her way home 
from school.
48 Pages; Grades 4-8; ©2015 
HC: 978-1-4677-4907-7 • $31.99 (List) • $23.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-4677-4908-4  • $47.99 (List) • $35.99 (S&L)
R S F  

Sachiko
A Nagasaki Bomb Survivor’s Story
Caren Stelson 

Read the true story of a young girl who 
survived the Nagasaki atomic bomb 
and her long journey to find peace. This 
compelling, well-researched narrative 
offers readers a remarkable new 
perspective on the final moments of 
World War II and their aftermath.
144 Pages; Grades 5-12; ©2016; BL★, SLJ★
HC: 978-1-4677-8903-5 • $19.99 (List) • $14.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5124-0893-5  • $29.99 (List) • $22.99 (S&L)
R S  

Lin-Manuel Miranda
Revolutionary Playwright, Composer, 
and Actor
Heather E. Schwartz 

Playwright and Broadway star Lin-Manuel 
Miranda is best known as the mind 
behind the smash-hit musical Hamilton. 
This title explores Hamilton and Miranda’s 
other works, as well as his life off-stage.
48 Pages; Grades 4-8; ©2020 
HC: 978-1-5415-5616-4 • $31.99 (List) • $23.99 (S&L)
PB: 978-1-5415-7433-5  • $9.99 (List) • $9.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5415-5618-8  • $47.99 (List) • $35.99 (S&L)
R S  

The American Indian Rights 
Movement
Eric Braun 

What do you know about the American 
Indian rights movement? You may have 
heard about modern pipeline protests, 
but this resistance developed roots long 
ago. Learn more about the American 
Indian rights movement and how 
activists are still fighting today.
32 Pages; Grades 3-6; ©2019
HC: 978-1-5415-2333-3 • $29.32 (List) • $21.99 (S&L)
EB: 978-1-5415-2555-9  • $43.99 (List) • $32.99 (S&L)
R S  
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Forgotten Bones 17 4-8 R  S   

Game Changer 5 2-5 R  S   

Game for Swallows, A 9 7-12 O R    

Gay Rights Movement, The 16 3-6  S  L  

Girlness 15 4-9   L F  

Girls on the Line 11 8-12 R  S  F H  

Global Refugee Crisis, The 19 8-12 R  S   

Gravity’s Pull 10 9-12   L  M

Guyness 15 4-9   L  

Homophobia 15 4-9   L  

I Am Farmer 8 2-5 R    

I Remember Beirut 9 8-12 O R    

I, Claudia 13 8-12   F P  M
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Last of the Name 11 5-8 R  S  I  

Let ‘Er Buck! 6 3-6 O R  S   

LGBTQ+ Athletes Claim the Field 16 7-12  S  L  

Like a Bird 6 3-6 R  S   

Lin-Manuel Miranda 19 4-8 R  S   

Little White Duck 9 4-7 O R    

Locked Up for Freedom 18 5-8 R  S   

Losing the Girl 10 9-12   L  M

Love Is Love 14 9-12   L  

Lovely 5 PreK-2 R   L P  

Luis Paints the World 7 K-4 R    

Malala Yousafzai 19 4-8 R  S  F  

Manjhi Moves a Mountain 8 K-5 R    

Map into the World, A 7 K-3 O R   I  

Martin & Anne 6 3-7 R  S   

Martin Luther King Jr. 18 4-8 R  S   

Matter of Souls, A 12 6-12 O R  S   

More Than a Game 18 5-12 R  S  F  M
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One Plastic Bag 8 K-3 R  S  F  

Out of Darkness 12 8-12 R  S   

Paper Butterflies 12 7-12 R   H  

Perfect View, A 9 2-5 R    

Pointe, Claw 13 8-12   L F H  

Queer, 2nd Edition 16 6-12   L  

Racial Profiling 17 8-12 R  S   

Racism 17 4-9 R  S   
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Sacagawea 7 3-6 R    
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Same Love 15 9-12   L  
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Stage Dreams 10 8-12 O R  S  L  

Strange Fruit 6 3-6 R  S   

Teen Incarceration 17 7-12 R  S   

Their Great Gift 8 K-3 R   I  

Topside 10 7-12 O R    

Transgender Lives 16 6-12  S  L  

Transphobia 15 4-9   L  

True to You 15 9-12   L  

Truth in Sight 9 2-5 R    

Truth Is, The 13 9-12 O R  S  L H  

Unlikely Ballerina, An 7 K-4   P  

Vast Wonder of the World, The 6 1-4 O R  S   

Walk Till You Disappear 11 3-7 R    

What Can’t Wait 12 9-12 R   I F  

Wired Man and Other Freaks of Nature 13 9-12   L P  

Without Refuge 11 4-7 R  S  I P  
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S E A R C H  B Y

COLLECTION

Visit our site to discover additional 
titles and search by collection.

”

 lernerbooks .com/DiverseBooks



DIVERSE BOOKS 
FOR GRADES PREK-12

DIVERSIFY
Y O U R  C O L L E C T I O N

WHAT KINDS OF  
READERS DO I HAVE? 

22% of librarians describe the 
community where they work  

as “very diverse.” 24% say  
their area is “diverse”*.

WHAT KINDS OF BOOKS IS 
MY COLLECTION MISSING? 

Only 12% of libraries have 
conducted a diversity audit to 
evaluate the diversity present 

in their collections*.

WHAT KINDS OF BOOKS ARE 
MY READERS SEEKING OUT?

Assess what’s in demand in your 
library. Black or African American 

characters are in highest  
demand overall among public 

and school library readers*.

Where Can I Find  
Diverse Books?
Popular sources among  
librarians include:*

Library journals and review sources

Word of mouth

Blogs

We Need Diverse Books

Goodreads

Local bookstores

Wholesalers, distributors, and    
publishers

Professional organizations

How Do I Promote Diverse 
Books to My Readers? 
Popular methods of promotion among librarians include:*

Source: *School Library Journal’s 2018 Diverse Book Collections Survey

Displays

Word of mouth with  
faculty/staff

Readers’ advisory with youth

Library instruction

Social media

Curricular suggestions

Emails

Workshop/PD

Dedicated shelves

Contests


