LERNER &2 SOURCE
Teaching Eighth-Grade Nonfiction Text Features

Using Dogs at War: Military Canine Heroes

Features that help students understand how an informational text is organized:

FEATURE PURPOSE

Title page Confirms title, author’s name, and publisher

Table of Contents/Contents Page Identifies the topics to be presented and their order

Chapter name, heading, or subheading Helps students identify main topics on a quick pass through the text

Further reading and websites Helps students expand their knowledge of the topic by listing other informational texts in print or on the
Internet

Index Lists the main ideas in the text, with page numbers to help students find them

Visual aids that help students understand informational texts:

VISUAL AID PURPOSE

Photo, drawing, or illustration Shows how something in the text looked or might have looked

Graph Shows how bits of information on the same topic relate to one another
Diagram Gives a more detailed view of a complex topic

Map Puts the places in the informational text in the context of space and time

Features that point out important or additional information:

FEATURE PURPOSE

Copyright page Tells students how current the information in a book is

Pull quote Highlights an important quotation or idea from the text

Italic Print Tells students the word is supposed to stand out. It may be for emphasis or because it is a book name,
newspaper, movie title, foreign word, or the directional for a photo or illustration.

Caption Points out what’s in a photo, a drawing, or an illustration and relates it to the informational text; often
gives more information

Label Identifies important points of interest in a diagram or photograph

Sidebar Boxed or otherwise highlighted bits of information that relate to but are not the same as the main
informational text; likely not a main idea

Source Note Tells the student where the quoted material came from

Timeline A chart of list that helps students understand the sequence of events in the informational text
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TITLE PAGE: This page
tells you the title, author,
and publisher of a book.

. TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY BOOKS [ MINNEARPOLIS
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COPYRIGHT YEAR

COPYRIGHT PAGE:

This page tells you the year the
book was published. This may
be important for report writing
when you need up-to-date
information. On this page, you
can also find the address of
the publisher.

@ LorneroicitaL
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TABLE OF CONTENTS PAGE:
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list of extra features, such as - CHARTER § -~
COMING HOME. .. ....... SR 71 :'1?

source notes or an index, that
you’ll find at the end of the
book.
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CHAPTER TITLE: This tells
you what topic will be
discussed in the chapter.
Chapter titles often give you
the main ideas of the book.

TEXT OR MAIN TEXT: These are
the words and sentences that
discuss and explain the main
ideas of the book. Main text
looks different from chapter
titles or captions.
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Americans love their dogs. Nearly half the households in the United

i States own at least one dog, and many families own two or more. Dogs want to
i play bal with us or chase a Frisbee or chomp a special treat we give them. There's
b"' nothing like a warm dog curled up next to us on a rainy day or a cold nose pressed

' against our arm when we're fegling
: sad. All a dog asks for is to be close to

“We have a bond with these S boian Pacgl i e i 0o

ws 35 we ave to them. | have dog bond goes.

aone to war with this deg, One of the strongest human-dog

bands is between a military working

ard | would do it again ina
heartheat. | will g0 to the
end of the world and back

again for this dog, and |
know he would do the same.”

—Joel Townsend, fi ndfer for miltary working dog
A-Taq n the lraq War

DOGS AT WAR

dog IMWD)and its handler. Six legs.
Four eyes. Two hearts. One team.
The dog and handler live together, eat

‘together, play together, often sleep

together, and risk their lives for each
other every day while in 2 war zone.
Experts say each military dog saves
between 150 to 200 soldiers during
its working life. It does so by sniffing

All rights reserved. www.lernerbooks.com. From Dogs at War: Military Canine Heroes © 2017 by Lerner Publishing Group, Inc.
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CAPTION: These words tell you

LaPabA P Nl .
Staff Sergeant Stephanie Pecovsky and her military working dog take a break about the plctu re On the page. A
during a ruck march training. In this exercise, a doglearms to walk at a relatvely
fast pace over distance while carrying a load. M M
) caption is usually close to the
. outconcealed bombs and weapons and by alerting it handler to higden enerry | plcture it describes.
Meet Mike Dowiing and Rex, and John Burnam and Clipper, These outstanding
teams worked in two wars separated by time and space, withvery different - -C?;’-
outcomes for the heroic dogs. bl
o
WAR DOG TEAM IN IRAQ: MIXE AND REX 3 ':
“This is arguably the single mast dangerous place in the most dangerous war Sl
in the world right now,” Mike Dowling said, writing about the time when he and
3 Rex climbed out of 2 helicopter at the US Marine base at Mahmoudiyah, Iraq,
~ in2004."And Rex and| have come here to do the most dangerous job in the G
5 warld—tracking down the [rebel's hidden stash of] arms and explosives, plus their -~ =2 = |
i murderous improvised explosive devices.” In 2004 Mike had every reasonta :"""'
ey worry. Soldiers in the US-led Iraq War 2003-2011) called this carmp the capital of —#7°
“""“"’ mfﬁmﬁuemmmmﬂammfmrmﬁc-ﬁam ;
I ) it _'__'
5 ~ ﬁvunn:turwuwm

@ LorneroicitaL
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F

“Theve is the doy that s the
E'lr-! arimal that is 'AIB'FLJ -ro*
nilitary working dog servite
But theve s a ‘1!!31'1{? of
don above that . . . the dog
whase drive is s&ror.ﬁ.?r. whose
nerves dre stronger and whese

Courage is h'lﬁhﬁ'-

—Stewart Hitiad, chisf of MWD beeeding.
Lackand Ar Force B Texas

Most American companion dogs live comfortable, healthy
lives. They have food, toys, affection health care, and plenty of time to piay and
exercise, They are happy and behave well. However, some dogs sit at home - the
couch or inthe backyard for many hours, alone and bored, waiting for their people

to come home. That boredom me k

lead to amiety and to destructive or S -

dangerous behaviors. Some dogs|._.e

jobs—real jobs that give thei lves animals love their work. The dogs work hard, play hard, and seem to enjoy every

purpose. They herd sheep, pull sleds, minute of it. They don't understand the concept of the danger they may face, yet

and find lost children. They deterct they serve faithfully. Tothe dogs, it's all abaut doing their assigned jobs to the best

illegal drugs and termites and are even of their ability, chasing toys, and getting praise and love from their handers. it all

used todetect some kinds of cancer, starts with puppies bom from tap-notch parents with proven abilitie s.

just by the odor of a patient's breath.

f the dogs workwith the police, they PUPPIES: THE EARLY DAYS

help catch criminals. These working  Nearly all MWDs, whether destined for the army, navy, ar force, or marines,

dogs love their work, and they dont - o ) " receive at least part of ther training at Lackland Af Force Base. Lackland £

demand any payment for the jobs ; £ the only US facility that trains dogs for military use. In 199 the US Department

they do. of Defense started a breeding program at Lackland with the goal of ultimately
Military working dogs have providing the US miltary with one-third of the MWDs needed each year. Currently,

jobs too. And their handlers say the !

@ LorneroicitaL

HEADINGS AND SUBHEADINGS:
These separate the main text into
smaller chunks of information.
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SIDEBAR:

This short bit of text is usually 2
bOXEd and Sepa ratEd from the . . -I Mn:ln(—.cﬁrp-nmlMeg-:nLeﬂ;rw\\;u:oneollhe!enhnndli-.umllhwhon!Mr.

worked during his career. Megan and Rex completed one hundred missions during

m a i n text . Si d e b a rS give i \ thelr tirne logether In Iraq in 2006. Their huck ran ont when an IED exploded

ouiside Ramadi in ceniral Ireq. The explosion knocked Megan unconscious and

o . . . e damaged blood vessels Inside her ears, All she could think about was Rex. "1
add Itlona I I nformatlon . g remember waking up and pulling my leash and thinking, ‘Oh, my God, please be

T _: something on the other end of this leash]'" Rex sustained a serious shoulder Infury
5 - while Megan suffered a traumatic brain lajury. Both Megan and Rex survived thelr
Injuries, akhough it took a year of recovery and rehabil@ation for both of them to
fully recover.

Megan was discharged In 2007 with e Purple Heart, a US military decoration
awarded to soldiers wounded or klled during millary service. The US Marines
assigned Rex to a new handler. Megan tried for Hive years to adopt Rex. But the
marines considered Rex such a valuable asset that they repeatedly denled her
request. Rex developed paralysls of a facial nerve and became anable to work.
The marines finally released him to Megan in April 2012.

By this time, Megan hod been working as a security officer with a different
dog at New York's Yankee
Stadium. Afler Megan
adopled Rex, the Yankees
held a speclal ceramony
for her at the stadium.

Infielder Alex Rodriguez of
the Hew York Yankees team
presented Megan with a
charm engraved with Rex's
name. Rex died st o fa
shotWmoniies lafer. “1al

50 grateful for the last eight
months I got to spend with
my pariner and my best
friend,” Megan said. "Rex
gol to swim In a pool and
play with my other dogs .. .
sleep in a cozy bed nexi lo
me every night. He was one
[heck] of a dog, one tough ...
Marine, and one very special
soul.”

LornernigITAL
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the advantage, because a dog's instincts, vision, and sense of smell and hearing
. were hundreds of fimes more acute than a human's. Clipper was like a walking
© radar beam”
) The scout dog and his handler were the early warning system for the soldiers
hiking behind them. John and Clipper led lines of US soldiers in a single file across
fields, along trails, and through jungles. When Clipper smeled, heard, or saw
samething that worried him, he stopped and stared intensely and siently in the el
direction of danger. His ears stood tall and his body tilted forward. When Cipper
alerted like this, John knew something iy
. waswrong andhewarnedhs fellow  “CLIPPER WAS NOT
PU LL QU OTE- soidiers by hand signals orwhispered = A PET. HE WAS A
. . words that trouble lurked ahead. SOLDIER, A FOUR-
A puII quote hlghllghtS an Clpper aowed any Americanto  FOOTED SOLDIER. 2
. . . pethim, Wihe hadbeentramel e HE WAS A WORKING o ¥
important quotation or idea from sgmi erdls\Eoaus | DOE. HE WAS ol
i i ) wﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬂm SMART, HE OBEYED
the text by setting it aside from the  autempmsiooereson SO M MANDS, AND HI:

T wastiottheVemamese boked kg, 100 THE ABILITY

main text, often in a bold or s vty 70 LEARN THINGS
than Arericans. Secondly, all the - .

Colored text scout dogs were traned tohuntthose  —Jomx BuRmAM

‘ characteristics, and were rewarded with
lowe and affection when they found them.
Besides, to keep the dogs from getting used to them, no Vietnamese were allowed
inside the canine compound.” On base, John and the other handlers used captured
enemy clothing and weapons to train their dogs to alert on those smells.

In A Soidier's Best Friend: Scout Dogs and Their Hanalers in the Vietnam
War, the book John later wrote about his service in Vietnam, he describes how
Clipper and other dogs saved his life and the lives of numerous other Americans
nany times. Mission after mission, the soout dogs warned American patrols of
arrbushes, snipers, and booby traps. John and Clipper worked together for nearly a

C
’ 5
A
i

15 ~ TWO DOGS—TWO WARS

@ LorneroicitaL
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DIAGRAM:
This is a drawing that gives a
simpler view of complex

animals, including dogs, humans, and insects, release naturally. Dogs can therefiore

1 1 1 = discriminate among smells much better than we can. For example, we smell a pizza
information. Short labels point R e AR o (O SO
1 dough. It also smells the pepper, basil, eregano, and tomatoes in the sauce, along
OUt Importa nt parts Of the with the cheese and the spicy odors of sausage, pepperoni, and other toppings.
1 MW Ds use their sight and hearing as well as their sense of smell in their
d ra WI ng * work. Humans and other animals, especially cats and birds, see much better than

dogs do. For example, dogs don't see calors as well aswe do and they don't see i
clearly close up. However, dogs have a wider field of vision than humans. Whenwe

look straight ahead, we can see about 180 degrees, or half a cirde. Much of what

humans see is with both eyes (binocular vision) because of where our eyes are

positioned on our face. A small part of what we see—our peripheral vision—we sae

with anly one eye imonocular vision). A dog's field of vision is twice & broad, about

250 to 270 deqrees, because its eyes are set much farther apart than human

eyes. Because dogs' eyes are set on opposite sides of their faces, they have less e

LABELS: _ &

These are words on a diagram e R

or photo that point out the '
important parts of the =
diagram or photo. On a map,
labels name important o

features, such as rivers or _
cities. o

51 THE RIGHT DOG FOR THE JOB

@ LernerniciTaL
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GLOSSARY:

This is a list of the book’s
unfamiliar words or phrases with
a definition after each.

@ LernerniciTaL

GLOSSARY

canine posk-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD): a mental health condition that can affect dogs
aftor alife-thraatening termiying or harmific event, such a8 miltary combat, assault, and other
traurma, Dogs with PTSD ane amdous, fearful, and withdrasn, About hal the dogswith PTSD
areunable to continue their miltary duties, while the other half recoverwith rest, play, and
medication

deployment: sending troops, dogs, and other miltary personnel to serve at bases or in conflicts
Overseas or away from their home beases

handler: the man o woman who trains and works with a miltary working dog over a pariod of tme

imprevised explosive device (IED): a device mada from easily awalable materials and explosies
for the purpose of injuring or kiling others. IEDS are uswally hidden in abandoned buldings, cars,
and homes or under sandy roads and ditches. Triggered remotaly or when a person or a dog
wnecpactedly comes i contact with the |ED trip wire, the devices cause tremendows damage,
injury, and ewen death,

insurgent: a personwho revofts against civil authority or an established government. The term can
also refer to pecple independently fighting LS forces and their alies inirag, Afghanistan, and
Syria

Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (515): also called the Islamic State of imq and the Lecant (1L
his intemational termor st arganization is committed to destroying the modem Islamic State
to restore the Islamic caliphate a form of Islamic govenment in which a person considered
1o bethe poitical and religious successor to Muhammiad bwho founded Islam in the seventh
cantury CE), nues al the Muslim workd,

kennel master: the soldier in charge of miltary working dogs and their handlers at a miitary base

millitary working deg (MWD): 2 spacially trained dog owned by the US Department of Deferss
that works with ahandler to parform duties such as bomb and drug detaction and to chass,
catch, and detain irtroders and suspects. The dogs ko patrol beses and miktary camps and
provide protection for high-profile poltical leaders and other public figures, After retiring from
the military, the dogs are sometimes reassigned to police departments of to sacurity agancies.

Hot Forgetten Fountain: part of the US Miltary Working Dog Teams Mationa Monument, this
fountain was dedicated in 2013 to commemorate the miktary working dogs left behind after
the Vietram War, The fountain alkso provides drinking water forvisiting dogs and handlers.

al-Qaeda: a global militant 1slamist organization founded by Crsame bin Ladenin 1988, The
group wis resporsible for the September 14, 2004 termorist attacks in Mew York City and in
Arfington, Virginia.

Robby's Law: the US Congress passed this law in 2000 to promote the adoption of miitary
wirking dogs by formar handers instead of the disposal of the dogs by other methods,
including euthanasia leorept when medically necessany ),

Talibas: an klamic fundamentalst pobtical movemeant basad primardy in Afgharistan. The group rued
that nation from 1996 until 2001 it promates astrict inter pretation of Sharia, or Iskamic lw,

‘temporary duty (TDY) assi t: 2 short deployment to & war zone or to a miltary base

US MilitaryWorking Dog Teams Mational Monument: a monument at Lackland Air Force Base
in San Antonio, Texas, Dedicated in 20143, the bronze sculptures of the monument include a
Fandler and four militany working dogs, as representatives of the handler-dog teams that hawe
sarved the US miltary sicaWorld'war 1L The monumment honors dog teams in dl branches of
the US military.

a7
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SOURCE NOTES:

These notes tell students where
qguoted material came from. They
can be helpful when writing
reports.

@ LernerniciTaL

SOURCE NOTES

4

(5]

(]
7

8
8
8
]
]

Joel Townsend, quotedin “Man's Best Friend, a Soldier's ‘Battle Buddy* DVIDS, March 4,
2009 https:,/weew deidshubunet/news! 307100 mens-best-fiend-soldiers-battle-buddy,
WHChPY s,

Mike Dowling Sergeant Resc The Unbreakabl Bond bet ween a Manine and His Miltary Workng
Doy (e York: Atriz, 2011),7,

thid, 74,
Ihid, 13
1hid, 5.
thid, 55
thid, 27,
Ihid, 169,
Ibid, 169,

910 Ihid, He:

0
1
0
1

“

15
15

Ihid, 273,
Ibid, 286,
Ihid, 88-289,

Megan Leaaey, quoted in James ORourke, “EBx-Marine Hopes toAdopt the Caning Partner Sha
Served with" 5S4 Today, last modified March 11, 2012 hittpusatoday 30 usatoday com/
news/nation fstory 2012-03-05/ marne miltary-service-dog-reunite/S 3431138/,

Megan Leavey, quotedin CBSNew ¥ork, December 27, 2042, "Beloved Bomb-5niffing Dog Wha
Retired to Live with Marine Hander Ties,” httpr/Y newyork chslocal com’ 2012/12/27 fheloved-
borrh -sniffing-dog-who-retired-to-five-with-marne-handler dies/,

Jobn Burnam, A Sofdiers Bect Friend Scout Dings and TheirHandlers in the Vietnam War (New
York: Union Square Press/Sterfing Publishing, 2008) 171,

Ihid, 72

hid, 2.

hid, 79,

Ihid, &3,

Ihid, o,

~Jobn Burnam and Clippsr,” YouTubs video, 1229, posted by jobn Bumam, March 14,2013,
Fittps: fawrer youbberom fwatchfv=gy DUBpRKkzL.

Burnam, Solders Bect Friend 144,

Ihid, 44442,

16-17 Ibid, 244.

80
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FURTHER INFORMATION
Books

Burmam, john C. A Sofdier's Best Frisnd: Scout Dogs and Their Handiers i the Vietnam War, New
York: Urion Square, 2008, The author tells the story of his tour of duty in theVietnam War and
the three MW Ds withwhich e worked there

Goodavage, Maria. Seldier Dogs: The Untold Seory of Amerca’s Canie Hemes. New York: Dutkon,
2042 Based on many personalimterviews andvwisits to American bases, this book discusses
whiat military working dogs do, ther training, and the bond between dog and handler.

Kadehata, Cynthia, Cracker The Best Dogin Vietnam, Hew York: Athensum Baoks for Young
Readers, 2007, Mewbery-winring novelst Kadohata tels the story of military working dog
Cracker and his young handler in the istnam War, Tokd in akernating points of vies betwoen
the dog and handler, the story is ideal fior ages ten and up.

Pabant, Dorathy Hinshaw, Dogs on Duty: New York: Boomsbury, 2014, Readers of all ages wil enoy
this thorough and colord ecploration of the modam miktary war dog and how itls sslbected
trained, and doployed,

Videos

Barrel, Ryan, “Conan (*Brien Trains with aMilitary Dog Ut at Al Udeid Air Base in Qatar”
Huffington Post, jamuary 27, 2016, hittpe feeww huffingtonpost ook, 2046/04°27 fconan-o-
brien-trains-miktary-dog-unit-al udeid-ar-base qatar n 908705 4html This article ncldes a
6.47-minuke humorous video of Conan OBrien “training” witha MWD at the LS Air For ce bass
inQatar, He jokas with the handlers, then dresses in protective gear as adog chases him and
brings him down,

“Dogs of War,” Miftary.com viden, 218, April 10, 2015, http./V e miltary.comvideo/ operations-
and-strategy/ miltary-tactics/dogs-of-war/ 16540104001, Miitary war dogs have sawed
tens of thousands of fives since the beginning of their miltary sence, This short video
deseribes therr contributions to American war efforts sinceworldwar [T

“Dogs in W 11 The Use of War Dogs, 1943 War Department (U3 Army ) K-9 Corps.” YouTube
widea, 11:55. Posted by “jelf Quitney,” September 17, 2043, httpsy e youtubecom/
watkchf=NTh2Z BA miFMs, This video shovs how the US militany wsed dogs inww 11for varios
duties, such as messenger dogs carmying supples & wall as messages,

Gy Hounds. YouTubewided, 1:24:05, Posted by “kokzooie” anuary 13, 2044, hittpsywae,
yorkube comuhe atchiP=iM5oSAUBL Filmed in Afgharistan, this video profiles four military
diogs and their handler s in the war zona as they locate nsurgents and dangarous explosies,

“Hero 'War Dog Skydves with Soldier.” National Gesgmphicvideo, 344 june 12, 204, http.ness.

nationakgengraphic oomyew 5 201406/ 140612 war-dog parachube- pots-shydive-ump-
george-h-bush/, See MWD Laykamaks her first tandam parachube pmp from a small plane

using a newly designed parachute hamess.
Heaes, Alicia, “Military Dogs Trained in San Antonio Go on 10 Sanee around the World ” KENGS video,

@ LernerniciTaL
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FURTHER READING: This
list at the end of the book
suggests books and
websites on the same or
related subjects. This list
can be helpful in doing
research for reports.
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