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FIREFLY
crepuscular
Fireflies, also called lightning bugs, are beetles that light up part of their abdomen to 
attract mates. As the sun goes down, a male flies around and flashes a specific blinking 
pattern. A female waits in trees, shrubs, or grass. She responds by flashing her own light. 
The male sees her pattern and flies to her.

BOBCAT
crepuscular
For a few hours after dusk, bobcats patiently stalk and pounce prey, especially cottontail 
rabbits. In the darkest part of the night, bobcats rest under rock ledges, in brush, in 
hollow logs, and under low-hanging tree branches. They hunt again for a few hours at 
dawn. Bobcats are good at hiding and are rarely seen by people.

COTTONTAIL RABBIT
crepuscular
During the day, cottontail rabbits sleep in shrubs and thickets. When the sun goes down, 
they come out to nibble grasses, clover, and garden vegetables. As a rabbit eats, it scans 
for enemies with its sensitive nose, keen ears, and wide-set eyes. If it senses danger, a 
rabbit may freeze in place to avoid detection or run fast to escape.

BIG BROWN BAT
nocturnal
During the day, big brown bats hang upside down in dark attics and barns, behind 
shutters, and in hollow trees. At night, they hunt in the dark using echolocation. A 
bat lets out a stream of high-pitched squeaks. The sound waves bounce off branches, 
buildings, and flying insects. By listening to the echo, a big brown bat can navigate 
around objects while scooping flying insects out of the air.

STRIPED SKUNK
nocturnal
In daylight, striped skunks sleep in dens lined with leaves. At night they look for insects, 
small animals, and fruit to eat. On summer nights, you may see a mother skunk teaching 
her young how to find food. A skunk’s bold stripes, visible at night, warn predators 
to stay away. But if an enemy comes too close, a skunk will turn away, lift its tail, and 
release a foul-smelling spray.

When you go to bed, many animals are just waking up. Some of these animals are most active at twilight, the period 
of low light after sunset and before sunrise. We call them crepuscular (krih-PUH-skyuh-luhr). Others are most active 
in the dark of night. We call them nocturnal (nahk-TUR-nuhl). And still other animals are active in daylight, just like 
you. The word for them is diurnal (die-UR-nuhl). You’ll find all three types in this book.



RACCOON 
nocturnal
During the day, raccoons sleep on tree limbs, inside hollow trees, and in tall grasses. At 
night they wade along rivers, streams, and ponds in search of fish, crayfish, and frogs to 
eat. Raccoons will also eat bird eggs, insects, nuts, berries, and even garbage. Raccoons 
often wet their food before they eat it. Water makes their front paws more sensitive to 
touch, which helps them identify their food. 

NORTHERN GREEN FROG
nocturnal
Green frogs live in ponds, streams, and marshes. They may be brown or tan, as well as 
green. They hide in plants along the shore eating insects, spiders, and other prey that 
happens by. At night, male green frogs call to attract a mate. Their mating call sounds 
like the twang of a plucked banjo string. Females swim slowly by before choosing a mate.

GREAT HORNED OWL
nocturnal
Great horned owls hunt from a high perch and swoop to catch prey in their sharp claws. 
They have big eyes for spotting prey in low light. They use their keen ears, hidden under 
their feathers, to detect and pinpoint sounds. Great horned owls are silent in flight, 
thanks to the soft, fringed edges of their wing feathers. Many people out at night have 
been startled by an owl silently swooping in front of them.

DEER MOUSE
nocturnal
During the day, deer mice nest in hollow logs, beneath rocks, and in abandoned birds’ 
nests high in trees. At night they search for seeds, fruits, insects, and other food. Deer 
mice are plentiful, and a female mouse may have thirty young in a year. Deer mice are 
prey for bobcats and skunks, as well as great horned owls.

AMERICAN ROBIN
diurnal
Robins are one of the first birds to sing in the morning. Before the sun is up, a male robin 
repeats a loud, whistling call. He sings to court a female and to declare his territory. Once 
the sun is up, robins search on the ground for insects, worms, and fruit to eat. At night, 
they sleep in trees and shrubs.

WHITE-TAILED DEER
crepuscular
By day, deer sleep curled on the ground in woods, tall grasses, or thickets. A fawn’s white 
spots help it blend in with the dappled shade of the forest. Before sunrise and after 
sunset, deer come out of hiding to eat leaves, twigs, fruits, and nuts. You may see female 
deer, called does, together with fawns. Male deer, or bucks, live in separate groups. 



For Robin, Rabbit, and Raccoon,  
my nighttime explorers —R.E.H.

To Mia, Nina, and Andrea, 
my guides in the day and in the night —S.P.
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