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Teaching Second-Grade Nonfiction Text Features
Using The Supersmart Elephant from the Lightning Bolt Books™ — Supersmart Animals Series

Features that help students understand how an informational text is organized:

FEATURE PURPOSE

Title page Confirms title, author’s name, and publisher

Contents Page Identifies the topics to be presented and their order

Chapter name, heading, or subheading Helps students identify main topics on a quick pass through the text

Page number Helps students with sequence of ideas and aids in using the index

Glossary Defines new and important words

Further reading and websites Helps students expand their knowledge of the topic by listing other informational
texts in print or on the Internet

Index Lists the main ideas in the text, with page numbers to help students find them

Visual aids that help students understand informational texts:

VISUAL AID PURPOSE
Photo, drawing, or illustration Shows how something in the text looked or might have looked
Diagram Gives a more detailed view of a complex topic

Features that point out important or additional information:

FEATURE PURPOSE

Bold print Tells students a word is new and important; sometimes a glossary term

Caption Points out what’s in a photo, a drawing, or an illustration and relates it to the
informational text; often gives more information

Label Identifies important points of interest in a diagram or photograph
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TITLE: This is the
title of the book. It
tells you what the
book is about.

AUTHOR

TITLE PAGE: This is
the first page of the
book. It tells you what
the name, or title, of
the book is. It also
tells you who wrote
the book. This person
is called the author.
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TABLE OF CONTENTS:
This list at the
beginning of the book
explains in what order
you will read about
topics. Page numbers
tell where each topic
starts.
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Meat the Blephant | u
Smart Blephants | 6
The Life of an Blephant I 12

Blephants in Danger 16
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HEADINGS: These words
separate your book into
parts. Headings are
usually in bigger type and
are at the top of the page.
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A heading tells you what's Elephants have great

to come in that part of memories. They can remember

s loeels. the best places to find water.
They can also remember
elephants they knew more
than twenty years ago!

PHOTOS:

The photos or pictures in a
book show what the
words, or text, describe.
Looking at photos can help
you understand the
meaning of the text.
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Elephants use parts of trees as‘
tools. They scratch themselves ¢
with branches. They use twigs

to swat away ?ﬂ_i__efzs..,
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TEXT OR MAIN TEXT: These
are the words on a page
that describe the main
ideas of the book. Main text
is usually smaller that
chapter titles or headings.

CAPTION: These words tell
you about the picture on
the page. A caption is
usually close to the picture
it goes with.
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LABELS: These words are
part of a diagram. They
point out important parts of
the object being shown.

PAGE NUMBERS: Page
numbers are on the lower
part of most pages in a book.
They tell you how far along
you are in a book. They also
help you find information
from the index.
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GLOSSARY:

This list calls out the important
words in a book. The glossary
proves the meaning, or
definition, of the word. You can
find the glossary near the end
of the book.

DEFINITION
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| Glossary

- extinct: having died out

herd: a group of animals of one kind

~ mammal: a warm-blooded animal that breathes

air and has hair or fur. Mammals feed milk to their
young.

- national park: an area of land that is owned by

a national government
predator: an animal that hunts and eats other

roam: to wander
tusk: a long, pointed tooth
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Further Redding

Adams, Avery. Efephants Work Together. New Hork:

PowerKids, 2018.

Bell, Samantha S. Meet o Baby Ele phant.
Minneapolis: Lerner Publications, 2016.

KidZone Animals: Elephants
http://www.kidzone.ws/animal-facts/elephants
/index.htm

Marsico, Katie. Efephants Have Trunks. Ann Arbor,
MI: Cherry Lake, 2015,

San Diego Zoo Kids: African Elephant
http://kids.sandiegozoo.ord/animals/african
-elephant

Science Kids: Fun Elephant Facts for Kids
http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts
/animals/elephant.html
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FURTHER READING: This
list offers suggestions of
books and websites on
the same subject as the
book you just read. You
can learn more by looking
at books and websites
from the list. The list is at
the end of your book.
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Index

cﬂh"ﬂs, 9; 13 mthml Pﬁm, 19
communication, 10-11
tools, 7
eating, 4, 14, 16 trunks, 12
tusks, 17-18
herds, 4, 8, 14
hunters, 17
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INDEX: This list at the end
of the book follows the
order of the alphabet. The
index helps you find main
ideas. The words in the
index are followed by page
numbers. These numbers
tell you where to go in a
book to find the main
ideas.



